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Cobnor Report – October  

 
The first weekend in October saw us at the final 

joint sailing weekend of the year with Ajax. 
Saturday morning saw some interesting sailing 
with winds hitting force 7 in Chichester Harbour 

and a very restricted area of operations. The 
situation deteriorated in the afternoon, with most 
time being spent on land based training, followed 
by an evening presentation of the “Pirates of the 

Caribbean”  - apparently for its sailing tips! 
 

Sunday morning saw the opposite 
problem with little wind. (so a good 
weekend on average.....) However 
we got out for a good sail round the 

corner in Chichester harbour.  A 
half time break meant that we 

could have a hot bacon croissant 
before going out for a final sail. We 
also celebrated Connor's birthday 

with cake and a card. 
 

A great end to the sailing season – 
we will be back in 2010. 

 

 



The Great River Race 

 
Dean Clifton (Rama from Cubs) and his team 

 
A fantastic Great River Race this year. In a first we started from near Greenwich and ended 21 miles 
later at Ham. Our four teams faced very challenging conditions with a head wind all the way. They did 
really well with great performances and a win in the under 14 category for our scout team - their times 
are below. I have included a couple of other local Sea Scouts groups also racing in Home Counties gigs 
for comparison. 
  

Group Description Boat Place Fast Ladies J18 J16 J14 
All 
Scouts Finish Time 

Warspite Explorers Vanessa 234 232  9   10 15:33:01 03:50:01 

Warspite Scouts Onrad 236 233   10 5 1 11 15:34:08 03:51:08 

Ajax Ajax Explorers Norge 237 235  11   12 15:34:39 03:51:39 

Warspite Girls Explorers Lamb 266 264 44 15     15 16:15:11 04:32:11 

Warspite Dean/Rama's 
Coypu 

Thomas 258 268     13 15:59:09 04:44:09 

4th 
Streatham Scouts 

Thames 
Scout 275 275   16 6 2 16 17:10:20 05:27:20 

Ajax Ajax Scouts Pymbs 276 276  17 7 3 17 17:12:50 05:29:50 
(The numbers relate to their places in each category - descriptions at the bottom) 
  
Our two under 18 teams did fantastically well with the boys as the fastest Warspite boat over the course 
and the girls (although mainly without fairy wings this year) making a really good show. 
 
 The under 14's win (over an hour and thirty minutes ahead of the second place team) is even more 
impressive as it turns out that one of the crew actually broke the end of his finger during the race - and 
carried on!  
 
Congratulations to all the rowers and thanks to the support team - especially those who got the boats 
down to the start - most having about 1 hours sleep in 36 hours!  
 
Comment from the Group President: Mick Newman: 
 

A fantastic result , and it is a tonic to see Warspite well up in front. Please pass on 
my hearty congratulations. Also my hearty thanks to the support team. They must 
have had a rough time, but as we can see, "Warspite " definitely have "Hearts of 
Oak ". 



And now for some history 
 

 
 

Chairs (cheers) & stack (thank) you  
 

Generous donations from the Rotary Club of  Ewell & the Leslie Sell Charitable Trust have 
allowed us to purchase 40 folding chairs and a trolley to store them on. These mean that we 
can clear some of the older chairs from the main deck of Fancourt Hall, making more space  

for the Beavers, Cubs, Scouts & Explorers to run around. 

The Beavers generously agreed to take delivery and try them out! They 
seemed to approve. 



 
BE PREPARED 

 
In April 1943 I joined what Sea Scouts then referred to as the Potato Scouts and wore the 
obligatory wide brimmed hat, short trousers and carried the six foot pole. In May I stood 
before the Troop to make the scout promise and to be invested, becoming a full member of 
the Beaver Patrol and the World Wide Brotherhood of Scouts. Even if I was at that moment 
the smallest and least accomplished I had now gained my Tenderfoot Badge and was proud 
to be a scout, mighty keen to move up the pecking order by age and training by passing the 
tests for the Second Class Badge, with my sights firmly fixed on the First Class Badge.  My 
Patrol Leader was a young man of 17 years of age. In those days there were no Senior 
Scouts, Venture Scouts or Explorer Scouts, just Scouts. At 18 they disappeared from the 
Troop to reappear from time to time wearing the King’s uniform of the Army, Navy or Air Force 
for Britain was at War. Our Scoutmaster was known to us as Skipper, but more often 
abbreviated to “Skip”. He was a Postman by day, as he was over the age for Military Service 
and a member of the Home Guard (Yes, Dad’s Army) and our Scoutmaster in his leisure time. 
 
On the Whitsun Bank Holiday that year I went off to my first Scout Camp in a small field, part 
of Thompson Brothers Market Garden (Garston’s Farm) alongside the River Mole at Esher. 
To go to camp we all assembled at Skip’s house having staggered there with our personal kit 
or some of us with it balanced on our bikes. Here we loaded our camping equipment and kit 
onto our home made trek cart and set off walking, having left our bikes behind at Skip’s 
house; taking turns to pull the trek cart along various roads including the A3 to West End 
Esher. By nightfall we had set up camp, pitched our tents, lit a fire, and as darkness fell we 
sat around our fire and had our supper of a mug of cocoa and a dripping sandwich. (For those 
who don’t know what dripping is, it is the fat and gravy left in the pan to set solid after cooking 
a beef joint. A gastronomic delight much prized in those days, but now lost to the god of must 
not eat fat). 
 
We were very fortunate as we had 3 gloriously hot summer days for our camp, although the 
nights were quite cold. I found the ground hard and the old soldier’s trick of making a hole in 
the ground for your hip not very effective. My sleeping bag was made up 
of two army blankets folded around and fastened with blanket pins and 
my pillow was my kit bag stuffed with the clothes I had not put on in going 
to bed to keep warm through the night. Woollen hats were not an 
uncommon sight as part of night attire. 
 
I went to bed every night tired out; for a Tenderfoot’s work was never 
quite done, collecting wood for the fire which seemed consume far more 
than I could gather, then there was also water to be fetched for cooking.  
We cooked by Patrols and each Patrol had its own designated area for its 
kitchen that was marked out by sisal string strung out from small stakes 
driven into the ground.  Another of my tasks at the start of camp was to 
assist under instruction in making Billy, Plate and Mug Racks to retain 
our utensils when not in use for eating. The fire place was carefully 
constructed by first cutting and lifting enough turf and placing it at a safe distance, and that 
added to my tasks of keeping it wet so the grass would look as good as new when it was 
replaced after camp, maintaining the scout tradition of leave nothing behind, but your thanks. 
House bricks were found from somewhere and used as fire cheeks to retain the fire in place 
and onto which to perch the Billy’s during cooking and tea making. Tea making at camp took 
on all the ritual of the Japanese tea ceremony for it had to taste just right without any hint of 
wood smoke in the flavour.  Cooking also had to be undertaken with great care that nothing 
was spoilt or burnt, as this was wartime rationing, adequate, but the bare minimum, so all 
food was very precious especially when feeding young boys who were perpetually hungry. 
 
However, when I returned from camp I was now a fully fledged and proud member of the 
Beaver Patrol having learnt the valuable lesson of there is no I in Team work and having 
enjoyed my 3 days in the great outdoors. 
 
As the years went by I grew and moved up the ranks to eventually being elected a Patrol 
Leader by the other patrol leaders to join their number. Now I was put to the test of 
Leadership; gaining the co- operation of my Patrol by leading by example. 



When I was 18 I transferred to Warspite to become a member of their Rover Scout Crew, 
where I was introduced to seamanship; a new skill for me.  Most of the Scouters in the Group 
were ex Petty Officers having just been demobilised from the Royal Navy; the war now having 
ended. When I was 20 I was appointed an Assistant Scoutmaster of Warspite Troop; another 
more stringent test of leadership, “Teaching by Doing”. 
 
Most lads in the post war years were called up immediately after their 18th birthday for 
National Service with the armed forces; however my call up was delayed until I was 21 and I 
had completed an engineering apprenticeship. I spent 2 years with the regular army and 3 
years with TAVR as required by the Act of Parliament. On my first day in the Royal Artillery in 
the wilds of Shropshire I and my fellow conscripts were formed into squads and marched 
around the camp. One of the first places my squad went to was the hut that was to be our 
home for the next 10 weeks. 
 
The order given was go in, find a bed and make up it for the night and then come back 
outside. I selected a bed and made it up and went back outside to sit down to wait for 
whatever was to come next. Shortly after I was joined by another recruit and the two of us 
waited for the others to join us, but no one came. Now getting a little nervous we went back 
into the hut thinking we might be at the wrong end and to see what was going on; to our 
surprise our fellow recruits were gathered around our beds trying to figure out how we had 
made them up. The bedsteads in the barrack rooms were of an iron construction with a pull 
out section (no springs) onto which were placed three small biscuit-shaped mattresses 
together with sheets, hairy itchy blankets and a lumpy flock filled pillow, Duvets are still not 
army issue. A little quick instruction by us followed 
 
That night at lights out there was more than one lad crying himself to sleep, not having ever 
been away from home before without family. As time went on and we underwent training out 
of doors, something the army does quite a lot; again my scout training came in useful when 
we were put into bivouac.  On these occasions we were split up into Patrol size groups of 12 
and given a box of field rations, mostly in tins or in packs of dehydrated food. So lighting a fire 
and cooking came easy to the Scouts amongst us. Others who lacked our training and 
experience found it difficult to know what to do under these conditions.  On one occasion for 
speed as other duties called, I heated some cans containing a mixture of meat and 
vegetables by putting the cans straight in the fire. This was obviously observed by someone 
from one of the other groups who thought ‘hey that’s the way to do it’. Unfortunately he or 
they did not realise it is necessary to pierce the can first; the resulting explosion was a source 
of great merriment to my group seeing the others sprayed with hot food and then having to go 
hungry if we had not taken pity on them and offered them a little of ours. Fortunately no one 
was injured beyond pride and dignity. 

 
Map reading and topography another of the skills I learnt as a scout 
has proved invaluable throughout my life. Initially in completing my 
First Class Journey when the places to be visited and the final 
destination was only given to me as a set of map co-ordinates and 
then in writing up my journey log. This skill came in very useful to 
me during my service as a Surveyor with the Royal Artillery, not in 
only finding the RV, but in placing the guns on the map grid. 
Essential when the target was out of sight 3 or 4 miles away. It 
furthermore helped me in my job as a Sales Engineer travelling in 
the UK and abroad. Knowing where I was starting from, where I was 
going to, and how I was going to get there, often by car. Getting lost 

was never an option in any of these tasks.  
 
At odd times in scouting, in the army, in my work and everyday life, the skills I learnt as a boy 
in the scouts have proved to be very useful. Scout training; teaches you whether as a 
member of a team or as an individual, to take that little extra time to plan ahead, check you 
have the right equipment and that it is good working order. Don’t leave things to chance, BE 
PREPARED”. 
                    
David Rich  
Chairman Group Executive 
Scout Leader (Rtd) 



 

Admiralty report 1951 
A.C.R. 81/87 

 
Kingston District (Leander) and 1st Cuddington Sea Scouts                       Admiralty Unit 30 
This Unit consists of the Kingston and Cuddington Sea Scouts. Both these Troops, of about equal size 
have increased their numbers since 1948 and now between them have a total strength of 104.  The 
Inspection has always been held at the Headquarters of the Kingston Unit as at this time. This does not 
appear to be very satisfactory so far as Cuddington is concerned. I suggest that in future these Troops 
be considered as two recognised Units. 
On inspection the Sea Scouts of both Troops were smartly turned out. A great many of the boys had 
acquired their oarsman’s badges. I was told that half a dozen seniors were about to obtain their 
Helmsman’s Badges. 
 
Both Troops are to be congratulated on the excellent attendance. No “Scouters” or Scouts were absent 
except those sick or at night school. This is fine achievement with such large Troops. 
The Headquarters of the Kingston Troop is situated on the bank of the river and in addition to a main 
hall, a ”Scouters” room and three or four rooms used for instructional classes it contains a Boatswains 
and Naval Stores room and several boathouses. The Troop owns the Headquarters. They are extremely 
well supplied with stores. The Main Hall was rather bare. More “ship atmosphere” was needed here. 
The following boats are owned by the two Troops:- 
Kingston                                                              Cuddington 
2. 20ft gigs (4 oared)                                          1. 27ft gig (5 oared) 
1. 16ft sloop                                                        3. 12ft sailing dinghies 
4. 12ft sailing dinghies                                       1. 12ft pulling dinghy 
2. 8ft pram dinghies 
1. 10ft -6” “Cadet” dinghy (building) 
All boats kept in very good condition. 
In addition to all the usual seamanship subjects that I saw being taught the following were carried out:- 
Erection of sheer legs and a dinghy hoisted (in the dark of course). 
Flashing exercises from the other side of the river, several scouts having crossed the flooded river in a 
dinghy. 
All refitting of boats, including rigging, is done by the Sea Scouts themselves. 
Both Troops have strong teams of “Scouters”. Mr Klinkert, an “extra master” kindly instructs the 
Kingston “Seniors” in navigation and pilotage. 
Sea Scouts of both Troops obtain a good knowledge of seamanship. Their standard is much abive that 
of the average Sea Scout Troop. 
This Unit is very well organised and well led.  Six Sea Scouts from the Kingston Troop joined the sea 
services since the last inspection. Perhaps a few more from Cuddington will consider joining in the 
future. 
This is a really first class Sea Scout Unit. Recommended for continued Admiralty Recognition  
Lt Cmdr D. B. Brown 
Inspecting Officer 
For ADMIRAL COMMANDING RESERVES 
 
!st Cuddington became Admiralty Unit No 95 and had their first inspection by themselves in 31st July 
1952 
 
 

 
 

Congratulations to  
Linda Grant on taking out an appointment as an Assistant Beaver Scout Leader. Linda has 
long been a key person in the beaver team – its brilliant that she has decided to come into 
uniform. We wish her many more happy years of “fun and friends”. 

 



 
Cub Section report. 
 
We had a wonderful week for Cub Camp. The Cubs achieved many badges including 
camper, adventure or navigator, swimmer 1,2 or 3, athlete or athletics plus to name just a 
few. On the Wednesday morning we had our Scouting Sunrise when all the Beavers, Cubs, 
Scouts, Explorers and leaders renewed their promise. The fantastic weather meant that all 
the activities and more went off without as hitch. All that went had a great time.  
 

                       
 
Since returning from the summer we have been very busy working towards stage 1 
Emergency Aid badge. The cubs have looked at dangers in the home, how to treat a graze 
and the importance of getting adult help.  
 
4 of the Cubs have gained their creative challenge and are now working towards their 
personal challenge for the Chief Scouts Silver Award – the highest badge a Cub can earn. 
 
13 took part in the district night hike and all seemed to enjoy themselves. A big thank you to 
all who came along and helped walk with the Cubs or assisted me in the cooking of hot dogs 
and hot chocolate for the weary hikers. 
 
After half term we are going ‘back to basics’ looking at knots, compass, tracking and fire 
lighting.  
 
Coming up we have the District swimming gala, Remembrance Parade, pantomime with the 
Beavers, Christmas activities and parties and an activity weekend in March. Watch the 
newsletters for more details. 
 
I would like to say a big thank you to all the Leaders, Instructors and helpers that give up their 
time to make Cubs an exciting and worthwhile experience for all the young people. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Windsurfer  
 
Thanks to a generous neighbour who has donated the group a windsurfer with two sails. We 
will enjoy playing! 

 
 



 
Scout Report  

 
It has been a busy summer for the Scout section. Elsewhere you can read about Summer 
camp in Holland, the Group camp in May, the sailing at Cobnor, the Great River Race and the 
May Kayak expedition. We have also had a joint Explorer/Scout gig expedition to Shepperton, 
friday nights on the river and many other events.  
 
As you will get a sense from the other reports, the Scouts have consistently challenged 
themselves – both in their seamanship and their personal attitudes. To pick up and carry a 
heavily laden double kayak round the last lock of the day requires as much mental ability as it 
does physical strength. It says a lot about the work our younger scouts do that by the time 
they are in the upper half of the Nat troop they are ready for these challenges. 
 
Another good example of this spirit was the National Regatta. The results from the Scouts are 
impressive:  

·  Winners Under 12.5 double dingy 
·  Winners Under 12.5 gig 
·  Winner Under 12.5 Kayak 
·  Winners Under 12.5 overall 
·  Winners Under 14 gig 
·  Winner Under 14 Kayak  

 
but equally impressive is younger scouts being prepared to compete in older categories so 
that teams could be entered. A 10 year old coxing in an under 18 gig race is a sign of being 
willing to accept a challenge. 
 
We were very pleased that 2 scouts completed their Chief Scouts Gold Award this summer. 
This is the highest award that can be achieved within the Scout Section and both Tom & 
Lauren have worked very hard to achieve this accolade. 
 
As always, the troop's program could not be sustained without both a great troop team and 
support from the rest of the Warspite family. Thanks to Hazel, Alan, Frank, Damian, Neil, Neil 
& Dan for all their hard work. We have also got a great team of young leaders from the 
Explorer unit supporting the troop: Thanks to Michael, Dave and Troy for their support and for 
the effort they put in on behalf of the Scouts. 

 
The wish list page  

 
There are always bits and pieces which may be of use to the group – if you have any of these 
lying around and would like to donate them, we would be delighted to have them.  
 
-Flip chart pads 
-Frying pans 
-Kettles which can go on gas stoves 
-Sharp knives 
-Teaspoons 
-Indoor footballs 
 
  



 
 

Warspite Explorers 
We have been busy as of late with a number of activities having taken place in recent months. 
This term we have run a number of successful unit meetings including a night hike on Epsom 
Common, a team building games night and  a ready steady cook night.  
Alongside these activities Explorers have been working towards their Nautical Skills Badges 
and their Platinum and Diamond Awards – This has involved learning the theory behind many 
of the water activities Explorers participate in, which can be put into practice in the summer. 
Explorers also spent an evening making outfits from recycling contributing to the 
environmental section of their Diamond Award. 
In November 12 Explorers took part in our annual winter camp which this year was held at 
Broadstone Warren, those who were brave enough to camp in the freezing cold, windy and 
rainy November weather had a fantastic time and spent the weekend Sumo Wrestling, 
Potholing, and attempting the cube course. The weekend was extremely enjoyable despite 
the bad weather and we would like to thank Pete Weekes for coming along for the weekend 
to help. 
As well as taking part in our own unit evenings, many explorers are young leaders within 
other sections and we were extremely proud earlier this month to see a handful of explorers 
awarded with their young leader badges after taking part in their training modules. We would 
very much like to congratulate these individuals and encourage them to continue with the 
good work they do in the other sections.  
The Explorer group is rapidly increasing in numbers and we are always on the lookout for 
extra adult help, if you or anyone you know is interested in becoming part of the leadership 
team, then please do get in touch!  
 
Emma & Gareth 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Every Little (Large) bit helps  
 

This year we have received a grant for £1450 from Tescos Charity Trust Community Award 
scheme. This is to enable us to do maintainance on the Home Counties Gigs. These gigs, 
most of which are around 50 years old, are the mainstays of the fleet. Not only are they rowed 
weekly by Scouts and Explorers, they are used to compete in the National Regatta and the 
Great River Race (London's 22 mile rowing marathon.) They also get used for expeditions, for 
which they are ideal. As well as all this, they can also be sailed.  
 



GROUP CAMP MAY 2009 
 
 At a leaders meeting early in 2008, I suggested that sometime in the future I thought it would be nice to 

hold a group camp.  A lovely idea was the response, will you organise it?  So thats how it began. 
 
After months of planning, booking and many more grey hairs the camp was upon us.  70 plus people of 
all ages descending on Boiderhurst Scout Camp. 
 
 
On the 28th May I managed to spend of £600 on food with the help of Alan Mobbs. 
 
On the 29th (the first day of camp) nearly another £400 spent on food and with the mini bus stacked we 
arrived at the camp near Box Hill.  The expenditure didn't stop there, about £750 had already be paid 
out for the activities and the hire of the hut. 
 
The weather couldn't have been kinder to us, beautiful bright sunshine, definitely    shorts weather, 
although for those sleeping in tents it certainly got very cold during the night. 
 
Cubs, Scouts, Explorers and adults arrived at various times during the Friday with the Beavers joining 
us Saturday afternoon. 
 
Setting up camp and wide games filled Friday afternoon and evening 
 
Cubs, Scout, Explorers and Beavers (when they arrived) were split into teams, aged from 6 year olds to 
the 17 year olds.  They stayed in their teams for all appropriate activities and meal times.  It worked 
extremely well and it was great to see how well the older ones looked after the Beavers and younger 
first time camper. 
 
Saturday – The activities I had booked included High ropes, orienteering course, assault course all at 
High Ashurst Activity Centre and no site and aerial runway, bouncy castle and many more less energetic 
pursuits. 
 
In the evening we enjoyed a camp fire led by Alan Mobbs. All teams performed a sketch in the 
traditional way of camp fires. 
 
Sunday – The morning started with a Scouts Own service run by Akela.  The morning continued with the 
opportunity to do more bouncy castle, more aerial runway, cooking eggy bread, and many  side show 
tasks.  We also held a 6 a side football competition  .Our District Commission and out assistant District 
Commission for Beavers joined us for lunch. 
 
After lunch each team were given the task of building a sedan chair and to decorate it.  They all did well 
and it proved that the scouts has pioneering skills. 
 
During the afternoon many parents arrived to watch the camp sports and the sedan chair parade. 
At the end of the sports, prizes were awarded by the DC. 
Some other presentations were made including the warrant as Explorer Leader to Ian Smalley. 
 
There are many people to say thank you too and I am sure to miss some out.  I apologies in advance. 
 
Thank you to all leaders for giving up yet another weekend to scouting, parents who came to help, 
district service team for erecting and running the aerial runway all weekend, the cooks, Mr Radford for 
supplying free of charge the bouncy castle and the Explorers for looking after the Beavers so well. 
 
Most of all to all the great young people who were such a pleasure to be with. 
 
I hope that we manage to arrange another group camp in the not too distant future, when hopefully more 
will be attend after hearing what a great weekend it was. 
 
Hazel Luxton 
 
Baloo 



 
 

“No Problem” 
Holland Troop and Unit Expedition 2009 

 
Saturday 
The group met at HQ, wedged several tons of gear into the coach and headed off for Dover. A very 
peaceful crossing and off to Bergen Op Zoom, which is very close to Antwerp, just over the Dutch 
border. The Scouts of Karel Doorman sea scouts cooked for us and then after a short walk to see the 
local sights, it was time for sleep. 
 
Sunday 
Sunday saw us sailing with Dutch Scouts on the Oosterschelde, one of the sea arms in the area. This 
mean an hour journey towed behind their motorboat and yacht through 2 locks and across the canal 
equivalent of the M25. The size of some of the craft using these canals is absolutely awesome.  We 
then had a great sail/swim in lovely shallow water, with a picnic lunch and many high jinks, including 
some pirating of Scouts boats by 2 leaders – big kids! After a good sail we headed home, unfortunately 
at the same time as everyone else. An hour and a half or so of waiting and we finally managed to get 
through the lock.   
 
Most Dutch Sea Scout groups use a common boat known as a “Vlet” and made out of steel. Each patrol 
has a boat that they use and maintain during the winter. These boats can be sailed, rowed or sculled 
over the stern with a single oar. In this the Dutch are incredibly competent – moving their boats at great 
speed both from the dock and into the locks. 
 
Dinner, a visit to town for the older members of the contingent and some cake completed a great day. 
 
Monday 
A slightly more relaxed day. The morning saw the Scouts doing various bits of nautical skills theory 
whilst the Explorers wrote a quiz about the walk to town. After lunch the Scouts went to the local 
swimming pool, a chance to get them clean and have some fun. The Explorers visited a local park for 
fun and games. After dinner our coach took the Explorers to Antwerp for the “Big Dutch Expedition” 
(destination Belgium!) The Scouts took on the Explorers quiz which dealt with everything from estate 
agents to Dutch roadkill. 
 
Tuesday 
With the Explorers in Antwerp, peace and quiet reigned supreme in Bergen Op Zoom. The scouts, after 
thoroughly cleaning the hut (yes – they can scrub!) spent the middle of the day doing various nautical 
bases including line throwing, rowing and sculling over the stern – something that many were keen to 
improve after seeing the Dutch in action. In the line throwing competition; scouts battled for supremacy. 
Tom Fellows eventually won, although Len managed to get very wet just standing on the pontoon. 
 
Around 5pm our scouts departed for Bergen Op Zoom town to buy their own dinner. The results were 
rather mixed: some managed to order pizza whilst other found kebabs – classy scouts. Just as we 
relaxed, the unthinkable happened and the Explorers returned (see below for their report.) After settling 
in, they managed some great splicing to make a lanyard each. After the scouts had returned from 
terrorising the locals, their early evening was spent splicing and playing with GPS units.  
 
The Explorers Expedition  
The Explorers went on a trip to Antwerpen in Belgium  for an over night visit. We toured the city 
centre via an underwater tunnel which was 572m long . A festival took place with drums and 
people dressed up. We then stayed at a local Scout h ut on the floor and George mysteriously 
woke up in James’ bed. The next day, Phil was on the  hunt for a McDonalds which he 
successfully found. Our task the following day, aft er the McDonalds detour was to find our way 
back by ourselves using public transport. We boarde d a double-decker train which was super-
wicked. Conor’s hand almost exploded with excess fl uid, spreading to his elbow!!!!!! =O. We got 
off at Essen which we believe to be still in Belgium  and waited years for Alan to arrive and pick 
us up. Whilst waiting for the coach, we assassinate d 5 wasps! And found out that we were the 
youngest people ever in the town as they were all a t least over 60. Eventually Alan arrived and 
we went home to Bergen Op Zoom. Overall it was an e njoyable experience especially as we got a 
lay-in until 10 o’clock. =D 

George and Amelia on behalf of the unit.  
 
Wednesday 
Wednesday saw us sailing again, this time with less sun but more wind. A small engine malfunction (all 
the mounts going) on Karel Doorman, the Dutch yacht acting as mother ship, resulted in plumes of 
smoke and a slightly different trip to originally planned. Whilst some leaders and some of the Dutch took 



that boat home, the rest of us enjoyed marvellous sailing (and a bit of swimming). After a picnic lunch on 
board, we headed back to base. I am proud to say that the leaders boat won the rowing race home – 
despite much hi jinxing and some unplanned swimming. Bravery award of the day goes to Amelia 
“Tomb Raider” Tan, who not only swapped boats to rescue a kidnapped CD player but also decided that 
she would rather jump and swim for it than stay in a boat with the leaders within 10 minutes of starting. 
 
In the evening our Explorers ate in town, watching the England-Holland football game in a local venue 
whilst the Scouts cooked burritos for themselves back at camp. 
 
Thursday 
Thursday was a new venture for us. We headed across to the Dutch seaside area of Zeeland and spent 
4 hours at Kanoa, a canoe activity centre. A pleasurable paddle in nature for the scouts and an epic trip 
out to a island in the channel for the Explorers was followed by lots of silly games, canoe polo and 
canoe diving! Not many stayed anywhere near dry and even the legendary Alan P took a swim – after 4 
leaders jumped on him! 
 
We then went to Vlissingen, a Dutch seaside town at the entrance to the Westerschelde, the sea arm 
which leads down into Antwerp. After an epic walk into town, ice cream and too much candyfloss, we 
headed back to camp.  
 
In the early evening we visited Bergen Op Zoom’s commonwealth war grave. 2 adjoining cemeteries are 
dedicated to Canadian and Other Allied war dead respectively. We were shown round the cemeteries by 
Maarten, chairperson of the Dutch sea scouts. As you can imagine, the Scouts were both respectful and 
curious, taking the time to understand what had happened in the area and spending time walking 
around the graves. We ended our visit with a minute’s silence.   
 
That evening the Explorer’s visited a Dutch music festival and the older scouts enjoyed a slightly 
diverted return from town with two of our leaders. 
 
Friday  
On Friday morning we held a formal parade for the presentation of Ian Smalley’s Woodbadge, which 
signifies the completion of leader training. The presentation was made by Alan Mobbs, ADC (Cubs), 
who was also driving the coach for us all week. After this, the Scouts went swimming whilst the 
Explorers conducted a throwline battle in the harbour, propelled by sculling. Just before this we had a 
visit from the local press for a small interview and a picture opportunity.  
 
The afternoon saw the Scouts let loose in town, whilst the Explorers explored town again and then went 
for a swim. The evening saw our final night bbq and a disco thrown for us by our Dutch friends, with us 
being joined by lots of Dutch scouts – a great way to end the week. 
 
Saturday 
Saturday saw us packed away in record time and on our way home. We were amazed when leaders 
arriving to see us off brought copies of the local paper, complete with article about us and a picture. 
 
Thanks should go our superb leadership team who made this all possible: Len, Ian, Emma, Tim, Claire, 
Hazel, Gareth, Gareth, Alan, Alan (yes it did get confusing at times) Neil, Dan, Shirley and Dean; not to 
mention the leaders of Karel Doorman group. 
 
Thanks also should go to the Scouts and Explorers. From the youngest to the oldest, from formal 
occasions to relaxing in town, from seamanship to being let loose on a cross channel ferry they always 
made us proud of them and lived up to the best traditions of our group and Scouting. 
 
25 years ago Warspite first visited Karel Doorman Sea scouts  - the report of which appears elsewhere 
in this issue. It was great to be back for a wonderful camp where everything was “No Problem”. 
 
Richard Hunt 
Scout Section Leader 



 
 

 Scout & Explorer Summer Camp 2009 
 
 
This year’s summer camp was a trip to Holland. We stayed with 
the scouts in Bergen op Zoom. On camp we did a variety of 
activities which included kayaking, sailing and swimming, we also 
took a trip to see the war graves which were moving for some. 
 
The canoe park was one of the highlights of our trip to Holland. 
There was a mixture of kayaks, the normal kayak we use, the sit-
on-top and the double kayak/canoe. After some gentle paddling 
and a few races some of the scouts, the explorers and leaders met 
up and it turned into a boat flipping, people drenching, splashing 
mayhem! A spectacular run by Phil Gridley meant that Alan and his 
kayak got a good drenching. Also at the canoe park we played 
kayak polo (which is apparently an Olympic sport) and we were 
launched off a platform, a couple of meters high, nose first in a 
kayak.  
 
On the first day of sailing there was not much wind so it didn’t take 
long for all of us to jump in. The second day of sailing was better 
because there was a lot more wind. This meant that we could all 
have a go at sailing and go quite fast. 
 
On another day we went to a swimming pool which had a few 
slides, a very very cold outdoor pool and a hot tub, which was 
extremely nice after a few lengths in the outdoor pool. There was 
also a pool with two diving boards where we saw scouts doing; 
jumps, dives, flips, attempted double flips (Tom Fellows), belly 
flops, back flops and face plants. 
 
We had quite a few trips into town where nearly everyone spent 
their money on junk food and then went hyper. One person 
(mentioning no names, cough *Tom Hall* cough) bought an 8 
scoop ice cream and didn’t finish it because it melted in his 
hand. 
 
Overall a trip well worth going on.       
  
 





 
 Vouchers  

 
Many thanks to everyone who contributed Tescos and Sainsburys Vouchers. We collected 
nearly 4000 vouchers which will turn into a rounders kit, some footballs, a couple of tents, 
table tennis bats and other bits and pieces this autumn. 
 



 

National  Regatta 
 

 
 
Message about the National Regatta from the Group P resident, Mick Newman 
Thanks a million for these fantastic results. Everyone who took part no doubt did their damndest , 
but my hearty congratulations go to all place and final winners. Wonderful girls and guys !! Grateful 
thanks to all the helpers who must have done a marvellous hard working job.  
 
It all goes to make me very proud of being the Warspite Group President.  
 
You all deserve a successful and most enjoyable Summer Camp - have fun ! 
 
Mick 

 
FRIENDS OF WARSPITE. 

 
 Thank you to all who attended the Open Day back in September. I hope you enjoyed your 
afternoon and seeing the boys and girls enjoying their time on the river.  Sorry Malcolm and I 
were not there – bad planning on our part!  
 
The 100 Club is now up and running – Thank you for supporting it. 
 
Please do not forget to let me know of anyone who may not be on our mailing list that would 
like to hear about today’s Warspite.  Just drop me an email or phone me and I will do the rest! 
We would like to be possibly the first to- 
                                                  Wish you a Happy Christmas!  
 
Thank you so much for your continued support 
 
Shirley Hunt. 
Email: reunion@warspite.org.uk       Telephone 020 8330 5822 
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Warspite Sea Scouts visited High Ashurst last weekend on their 
group camp at Boider Hurst. A group of leaders, explorers and 
scouts made their way to High Ashurst Outdoor Education Centre 
on Headley Heath Approach, Mickleham for a day on one of the 
sets of high ropes on their grounds. All members of the group 
headed down to course, kited out with helmets, and two different 
harnesses. They headed down for the ropes and got started. 
Firstly they started with the crate stacking challenge. They were 
told that they had to get into groups of 4 to do this challenge. 
There were 4 ropes that were attached to every person in the 
group of 4. Each of the other 4 groups had jobs that had to be 
done. Two groups were holding the safety ropes and supporting 
each person who was climbing the crate stack. One group stacked 
the crates every time they wanted to get higher. The last group got 
a rest, which after each rotation was  the group that just climbed. 
Their challenge was to climb as high as they could in the shortest 
amount of time. They all managed to complete this challenge with 
the smallest tower of crates being 10 crates high. The next 
challenge was much more difficult, they had to climb up a ladder, 
then up small metal hooks in a post and then to stand up on top of 
a 30 foot high platform and then 2 other people to join them up 
there. Once all three of the group members where on top on the 
excruciatingly high platform, they then had to stand right on the 
edge, hold their arms and fingers out and then jump for a trapeze 
that was hanging a distance from the platform edge. Every 
member of the group, apart from two, who tried the jump made it. 
All members of the group felt very pleased that the tried either both 
or one of the jumps. 

Lauren Mansell 



“It's a long Way Home” 
The May Bank Holiday Scout Expedition Challenge 

 
On a sunny Saturday, 8 Scouts were abandoned on the River Wey near Guildford. They had 
with them all they would need for a 2 day journey back to the boathouse, camping on route at 
Shepperton. 
 
Using 5 new touring style kayaks, our team managed to travel nearly 17 miles along the Wey 
and Thames in the 2 days, as well as portaging numerous locks – not easy with a kayak full of 
equipment. 
 
They managed this impressive feat with both style and good humour, even managing to 
supplement their expedition food with pizza at Shepperton – although they did fail to convince 
anyone to deliver to an isolated lockside. 
 
Matthew, James, Chris, Angus, Nicholas, Sam, Dominic and Andrew should be very proud of 
their achievements -  below are a few pictures and their story in their own words: 
 
We all had a really good time. Although it would of been much easier if we didn't have to get 
our kayak out at every lock! Most of us slept under the stars at the camp site, with the fire to 
kept us warm. We could not of asked for more perfect weather. Would do it again anytime! 
         James 
 
 
The weekend was great fun and the best trip I've been on with Sea Scouts. 
We saw loads of nature on the way such as deer and we were lucky enough 
to see a minx. The first day we did a very quiet 11 miles along the river Wey 
and then arriving at 7pm. The next day was much easier as it was only 6 miles 
and there was more current behind us. We then arrived at roughly 12 noon 
back at the boat house having gone around 13 locks and paddled 17 miles. 
The camp site was brilliant, but there wasn't much point in putting the tent up 
as we slept outside by the camp fire. And I couldn't forget, the pizza was 
brilliant." 
         Angus 
 
The best part of the whole weekend was sitting quitely in front of the campfire 
at the riverside, in the darkness, while we waited for our pizzas. The funniest 
part of the whole weekend was when James and Andrew tried to re-heat the 
leftover pizza on the dying campfire the next morning by placing it, in its 
flammable cardboard box, on top of a plank of wood and inserting this 
precision instrument into a position above the flames. Oddly enough, the box 
caught fire several times and had to be stamped on and drenched with water, 
thus ruining the pizza which was still stone cold anyway. 
         Matthew 
 
I thought the weekend was great fun and a fantastic experience, I'd never 
kayaked so far in my life! I thought one of the best features was sleeping 
under the stars, after we'd eaten some Domino's pizza! Overall, it was great 
fun and I would do it again, the only bad thing was I didn't get much sleep :(  
        Dominic  
 
I had a fantastic time on the expedition and I recommend it to all scouts. My favourite bit was when we 
made the fire because everyone got to throw wood in and it kept us warm at night (because we slept 
outside.)  I hope I get to do it again next year. 
        From Sam  
 



 
CHAIRMANS REPORT  

�
��� ���� ����� 	�
�	��
� ��� ���� ����	�� ���� ���
���	��	� � ��	�� ������ ��� ���� ����� ������� ��
� �
���
� ��	�
	�����	���������������������� ����������	���������� �	�����	���������� �!���������	�"�����	�����	������ �
���
���� �		�������������#�	���	$���  
%���%	����������	���	����&�� ����
��
���������	&� � ������	&���	���
�����	� ��	�����	&��������������	��
����
���� ���� ����� ��
�	��$��� �	��� ��� �� ���� ����� �� 
�	����� 
�	�� ��� ���� ��	&���	��� 	�
�	�� ��� ��
	����	���������	�
�� ������	��������������������
�� ����
��������

�	�������	� ��	���%����'�������	����
��
�����&�����	&� ����������"�����	�(�������������� �����' ��
�
���������	����
�	������
�������	�
	���! �
�����������������������	�� ���������������
� ������ ����	��� �������	(������������������������	�
�� ��� ���
�������	��������������������
�������
������
�� ���� ��	�������'�������	���������  
%���������
�����%	���������&�����
����$�������)���	 � ��	�������	���	
�������������!���
����
� �������� ��
	�������������
������
	������
�������
����	�������� ��!���
	�&������������������������
���� ��
�������
����� ���� 	��������� ����
���!� �������	� ����� ���� ��		 ���
���� �	����%���%	������� ��&��  ����������
�
���� ��	&���	� ��� ��
�	��$�� ���� �� ����	��  �� ������� �!� 
������ ��
� 
	������� ��
� ��&�� �������
�

��������
�	����������	��������������������$������� ����'������������	� ����	� ��
�	������
�
������
�� ��
������	���!���������������������������������������� ����� ����	� ���������
	����������	���������������� ��
����� ���	� ��	�������������������������	������� �� ��	����	$��  
*�#�	� 	�
��	�� ��&�� ����� ��
�� ��� ���� ����� 	���� ��� �� �� 	��	� �'�������� ��� ���� +	��
��� ���
���	��	��
��$���� ����� �� ����� ��� ���� ����
���� ������	� ������� ,���� ���� ���
� ��
� �������� �� ��� �����-�	����� ��
�
� ����� ���� *���� .� $� ���� ��
��
� �
� ��
� 
� �	���
� �� 	�������� ��
� ���� /'
��	�	� � ����� ��&��
	�
� �	���
�����	�	����  
%�� ��$�� 
	�&������ ��	� ���� �� ����	�� ������ ��� 
��� �� 	� ���� ����� ��	$� �� &���	����  ��
����� ��� ���
�
	���������
��

��������	��	������
���������
�	���
� �� 
%��� %	������� ��&�� ����� �������
� ���� ,�		����
� 0��
� 	�� ��� �� 	��	����1������ ��� ���� +	��
��� ������ ���
������� %���� ��&��&�
� ���� ����� ��� ����� ������ ��
� ��� � � ���������� ��� ����	�� ��� ��
	�&�� ���� ����� ���
�	������� ��
� ������� �� �������� ��	� ���� ������ 
��
�� � ����� ��$�� �
� ���� �����	���
� ��� ����� ���� � ����
+	��
�� ,�	$� ���� ����� ����� ��
�	��$��� ��� ��������� �� 
� ��
	�&�� ���� 2���� ������ ��� ���� 	����	�
�
����
�	
�� � ,�	$���� ���  ������	������ ����� " �� �%������ .������ 3�#�'4� ���� � ����+	��
� ����� ����� ��� �
+	��
����	���������	�������
�����2���������!�-����� ��&�������
	�&������������	�&�	���
����
	�&�
����
��	����	!� ��	��	� ���	���� ��	� ���� ������ ���� ��� ���� 	 �&�	� ��	���� ��	� ����� ���� � ���� +	��
���%��� ��
�
���
���
����������&�������	�
�� �
����������� ����	 � ��
��	����������	��������
	�&���������������
���� �������
�0��
�	����������	
�����	����&�������� ���������
��  
*����� ��� �&�	� ��� ���� ��	��	���� ��� ���� �	����1������ ��
� ����� ���� ���� ���$�� ��� ������� �� 
���� ���� ���$�
��
� ������ ��� ��� � ����� � 
���� ��	�� ����� �&�	���
�� �	��� ���������� ��
� ��	&� ���  ��	���� ������ $��
�
	��������
����	�����	���������	���������� ����+	��
 ���������&�����
����

�������� ��	�����������,���	�
)��
���� ��	� ���� ������� ��� ��	�� �� ����	� 	���&��� ��� ������� 	���� ����� ��
� ��� &�	�� 	��� ������� ����
%	���������&����
���$������
� ���������	��������� �� �� 	�
�������������

��������56����
�	�������
�	�
�����	��	�������� �� ���
�����	�7����������������&�	�������������	������ ��������������
��������
����
�������'�����������������������	�����������	������� �����������	����&�
  
8���� ��������������	����� ���	��� �����%���%	����� ���	���������&�	���

	� ����&�����������&���������� �
�
��&��� �������	����
� 
�	����� ��
� ��

�	��	�� ����� ��� 
� 	������� ��
� �	� ��������� �� ��	$� ��� ����
���
���	��	��� 8�� ��� ���� ���
� �	��� ����� ���	 �� ����� ��� ��� ���������� 
�	�� ��� ���� ��������� ��� ���� � ����
+	��
���
��  �� �	��
� ����	�� ��� ������ ��
�� ���%���%	�������!� ��
� ,�		����
�0��
�	�� ��� 	� 	���� ��	��2��&�	��
��
�)���� �����������	���	��&� �� ����������������� ��	������� �����!���
����	���	���������� ����	�����
�� 	���������	������	�!��������
����������	������� ����������
	�&�����	� 	������	��,�		����
�0��
�	�!�
��	������������	����	�����	�������  
8��������������	�����������&�����������������+	��
� � ����0��
�	��	���� ����	����)��	��!���� ���������
�����
�������������
��������������0��
�	����&��	��
 ��
�
�������� �����������
������	������������������
9� ����:����� �������
����
	��	��������������	����� �����	������� �������������
����������������������� �����
��
�	�����&� �� ���
.�&�
�;� ��
)���	�������+	��
�%	���������
�/'� ���&��



 

�
�
�
�
�
����������	
�

Staff Officer Scouts 
FOSNNI Youth Directorate  
Room 03 (Via pp 73a) 
Building 1/80 
Jago Road  
HM Naval Base 
PORTSMOUTH 
Hampshire 
PO1 3LU 

 Telephone: 023 9272 7705 
Military Net: 9380 27705 
Fax: 023 9272 4577 

  
See Distribution 02 Jun 09  

 
INSPECTION OF 1st CUDDINGTON SEA SCOUTS – 07 MAY 09 
·  This water based inspection was held at the Group’s water activities base at Thames Ditton. In 
attendance were many Scouting representatives including the Regional Commissioner for SE England, 
Mr M Gerrard, the County Commissioner, Mr R Shortman, the District Commissioner, Mr J Jordan, 
members of the County and District teams plus representatives from other Groups within the District.   

·  The inspection commenced when the Inspecting Officer was picked up in Thames Ditton and 
pulled by the Explorers down the Thames to the water activities base. The Inspecting Officer was piped 
ashore and then Colours was conducted with full and formal ceremony. The standard of piping was high 
throughout the inspection for which the Group are commended. The Cubs, Scouts and Explorers then 
dispersed to their water activities whilst the Inspecting Officer toured the facilities. 

·  The water base is shared with Ajax Sea Scouts, whose main meeting place it is. 1st Cuddington 
have a dedicated storage compound, much of it covered, with a workshop, small training room, toilets 
and changing rooms. The space is well laid out and used and was clean and tidy for inspection. In 
addition to the dry storage they also have use of a mooring at the adjacent wharf and recently installed 
fixed pilings for the larger boats. This joint project with Ajax Sea Scouts was part funded by an Admiralty 
Fund grant. 

·  Before going afloat the Inspecting Officer saw the Beavers being introduced to pulling in one of 
the Coypus which was safely still on dry land. Lively, enthusiastic and clearly having fun they described 
a full and fun programme of activities which includes sessions afloat. 

·  The afloat activities ably demonstrated the Groups wide range of activities. Some of the 
Explorers continued their pulling skills whilst training for the Great River Race in September. Last year 
they did well, achieving a personal best time, and this year they are determined to better that and 
hopefully win the age group trophy. The remainder were demonstrating their powerboat skills practicing 
manoeuvres and drills such as safely recovering a man overboard. They are working towards their 
Powerboat level 2 qualification.   

·  The Scouts were kayaking and pulling. One group was receiving instruction towards their BCU 
1* award whilst the more advanced were practising for the 2* award.  A third group were practicing for 
an overnight expedition from Guildford to Thames Ditton. This Group had paddled a short way up river 
and were pitching tents. They were clearly highly motivated and spoke of the detailed preparations for 
the camp including planning what to take, packing of the kayaks safety etc. The Scouts pulling 
demonstrated good skills and this is plainly an activity they do regularly and enjoy. The Scouts from the 
1st Ruxley Sea Scouts were again present at the inspection and also showed good pulling skills. 

·  It was very good to see the Cubs afloat in the Canadian canoes. They were very confident on 
the water and had lots of fun whilst also learning to handle the boats either individually or tied together 
as a pair.   

·  Overall the water activities were very well conducted in a safe and competent manner with all 
of the young people acting responsibly whilst enjoying themselves. 



·  Once off the water the Group changed and fell in for the formal inspection. All were smartly 
turned out, with polished shoes, for which they are commended. When spoken to all answered clearly 
and confidently, describing a full and active programme which is clearly water focussed and gives them 
what they want. Their strength is pulling, and it was good to hear that most enjoy this activity, whilst 
sailing was the weakest, which is understandable given the difficult sailing conditions on the Thames. 
The Group have close links with the Kingston Scout Canoe Club, who store their kayaks at the water 
base, and through them have access to BCU awards. The Group are part of an RYA training centre, 
along with AJAX Sea Scouts, and run their own powerboat courses.  

·  It was pleasing to learn of the Explorer programme and how well set up they are with an active 
Unit Executive which manages the Unit. They are active and undertake skills training but it was 
surprising not to see more D of E or Scout awards on display. It is recommended that they consider the 
Scout award requirements when programme and activity planning and tie the two together with their 
outside interests and I am sure that more awards would be forthcoming. D of E and the Explorer awards 
are valuable additions to a CV when applying for work or University. Whilst facilitating other District 
Explorer Units to have water activities they do not seem to share any other activities with them. It is 
recommended that additional joint Unit activities (land and or water based) are set up which would be to 
their mutual benefit. 

·  The Group hold regular camps, including joint sailing weekends with AJAX Sea Scouts. Last 
year their summer camp was at Longridge and this year is in Holland as guests of their affiliated Dutch 
Scouts Group.  Active within the District they also work with other Scout Groups such as the 1st Ruxley, 
to give them water activities and also to widen their own programme through which they have recently 
completed a rifle shooting course which gained some Scouts the Master at Arms Badge. They have not 
attended an RN Recognised Sea Scout event for some time and it would be good to see them at an 
event in the near future.  

·  The comprehensive and balanced boat fleet is ideally suited to their main water activities on 
the Thames. Recently enhanced with the addition of another gig, in the process of refurbishment, the 
fleet is fully licensed and very well maintained. 

·  The comments made in the previous report on the Group HQ in Cuddington remain valid. They 
are seeking planning permission to reroof the building and have commenced raising funds for this major 
project. 

·  For health reasons the GSL has had to reduce his commitment and has stood down, whilst 
remaining a good supporter of the Group as their boat maintainer. They are seeking a replacement but 
in the meantime the strong and experienced Leadership team is working well together in a coordinated 
and cooperative manner. 

·  The Group Executive is now full with the appointment of a new Group secretary and 
fundraising chairman. This completes the changes over the past 2 years and their focus is now on the 
necessary improvements to the Group HQ. In addition to subs, gift aid and seeking grants new fund 
raising ventures are being developed with the first being a snail racing night. 

·  The Inspection ended with award of a Great River Race certificate, an investiture and sunset, 
once again conducted with full and formal ceremony. The Group were then fallen out and assembled 
informally for the Inspecting Officers address during which he announced that they had successfully 
passed this inspection and presented the Certificate of Recognition to Mr R Hunt, the Scout Leader. 

·  This was a first class inspection of a good and thriving Sea Scout Group. Rating in the top third 
of groups within the scheme they are fine ambassadors for the RN and, with a good scouting 
programme across all sections, fully earn and deserve RN Recognition. Well done. 

·  Lt Cdr Griffiths most thoroughly enjoyed this inspection, in particular the boat driving on the 
Thames, and thanks his hosts for their warm welcome and hospitality throughout. He apologises for the 
lateness of this report which is due to major problems with a changeover of MOD computer systems. 

D T Griffiths  
Lieutenant Commander Royal Navy 
 
Distribution: 
 
Mr L Booker, Group Scout Leader, 1st Cuddington Sea Scouts 
Mr E Wilson, Programme and Development Advisor, Gilwell Park 



 
 

Group Treasurer’s Update 
 

Subscription Levels  
 
In the last edition of the Cannon the need to review the level of subs was raised. Several 
alternatives were proposed and the Executive Committee asked for the thoughts of the 
members. From the few responses that we received the preferred option was to increase the 
level of subs. 
 
Over the summer the Exec Committee undertook its review of subs. The subs have been at 
there current levels since 2006 and despite efforts to control outgoings the Group’s cost base 
continues to rise particularly as a result of higher utility bills and insurance premiums. With no 
active Fund Raising Team the only regular source of income for the group is the monthly subs 
and they have to be set at a level to meet present and foreseeable costs. These include the 
need to accumulate monies towards the maintenance and modernisation of both Fancourt 
Hall and the Boat House.  
 
Based on the known and expected costs it has now been confirmed that subs have been 
increase from September 2009. The new rates are:- 

·  Beavers - £10.00 per month,  
·  Cubs - £15.00 per month, 
·  Scouts - £15.00 per month, and  
·  Explorers - £15.00 per month. 
 

Parents have been advised of the above and we have asked all parents to contact their banks 
to increase their existing standing orders to the new rates as soon as possible. To date 36% 
of parents have altered their payments and advised me. Please help the Group by increasing 
your standing order today.  
 
We are asking you to undertake this exercise yourselves both for speed of execution and to 
save the Group additional costs. As you can appreciate a letter to each member plus a new 
standing order form as well as an envelope and a stamp plus you returning the form and then 
a further letter to your bank (plus stamp and envelope) all cost a significant sum (probably 
approaching £200 for the whole Group).  
 
So that my records are up to date please would you advise me once you have instructed your 
bank to increase the standing order. My email address is: treasurer@warspite.org.uk.  
 
Looking forward the Group has obtained planning permission to replace the roof of Fancourt 
Hall. We are currently awaiting quotes for the work. This will be a major cost for the Group 
and we need to start actively “saving” towards the cost above and beyond the normal running 
costs. 
 
After our appeal in September we “sold” 107 numbers for Game 5 of the 100+ Club. This 
Game will raise £642.00 for the Group and a similar amount will be distributed over 12 
months as prizes. The new Game will start this October so keep your figures crossed. 
 
If you wish to discuss anything about subs, or any other related matter, please contact me. 
 
Malcolm Hunt 
Group Treasurer 
 
 


