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1% Cuddington (Warspite) Sea Scout Group 1931 - 2011

CELEBRATE THEIR 80" ANNVERSARY

A Scout Troop is born 1* Cuddington Sea Scouts was founded in January 1931 with the inaugural
meeting on the 24" of that month; the initial membership was ten, but within a fortnight a further three
recruits had joined and the Troop was divided into two patrols - ‘Hood’ and ‘Nelson’. The Troop was
formed on the inspiration of Mr. Francis Lamb (later Surgeon Captain Lamb R.N.) son of the Vicar of
Saint Mary’s Cuddington, the Rev. Captain Lamb R.N. (Rtd.). Naturally he chose to form a Sea Scout
Troop, and the boys’ enthusiasm was such that by the end of March they had equipped themselves
with uniforms and were officially registered as a Scout Troop with the Boy Scouts Association.

Since the formation in 1931 the Troop has grown into a Group, with first the addition of a Wolf Cub
Pack in 1936. Unfortunately the Cub Pack had to close down during World War Il, but reopened soon
after peace returned and the Scout Troop kept going only with some difficulty as the only available
Leader had to combine running the Troop with his day job and Air Raid Warden duties. The situation
was greatly helped as Scouts remained in the Troop until their eighteenth birthday and the patrol
system was so strong that they were able to provide much of the leadership even when an adult
leader was not present.

The Senior Scout Troop was formed in 1947
for boys aged 15 to 18 years as it was
recognised by the Scout Association that boys
were better off if the age group of the Troop
was 11 to 15. Senior Scouts have been
through  metamorphosis  several times
remerging as Venture Scouts in 1964 and
then more recently Explorer Scouts.

In 1947 the Rover Scout Crew was formed,
but they too felt the wind of change blowing
through the Scout Movement in 1964 and they
were reformed into the Service Team. At this
same time Wolf Cubs became Cub Scouts.

Then finally in 1983 a new section, the Beaver
Colony was formed for younger boys not yet
of Cub Scout age and immediately became an
integral part of the Group. Then in 2002 a
momentous decision was made by The Group
enabling girls to be able to join and so all
sections became mixed units
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— a The Group has managed to change and

‘%‘ﬁ evolve over the years and as a whole, has
C:—-_‘—é‘b continued to flourish and grow with many of its

— members gaining their Queens Scout Badge;

some as they become young men deciding
going to sea is to be the way of life for them;
joining the Royal Navy or the Merchant Navy. The teaching of seamanship has always been taught
alongside scout training and with these objectives in mind it has enabled the Group to improve and
strengthen its all round training facilities turning out well rounded individuals.

In March 1931 a small sailing dinghy ‘The Tern’ had been acquired and, to the accompaniment of the
firing of blank cartridges, this was duly launched into the Hogsmill River. It's quite difficult in nowadays
to imagine that the Hogsmill was once navigable, but from these humble beginnings the Groups fleet
grew to the wide range of craft they own today.



Modernisation has also seen the move away from the wooden hulls that required stripping down each
winter with sugar soap and scrappers back to bare wood, before re-varnishing ready for the summer
boating season, to boats with fibre glass reinforced plastic hulls, which although requiring
maintenance are a much easier to work on.

Boating facilities have also improved from “The Punt Slip”; a black hole in the wall of the Metropolitan
Water Board’s coaling wharf at Surbiton. To where boating activities were moved further along the
water works to a wooden ex army hut and later on further still to a purpose bought wooden hut as
Thames Marina expanded taking over the land on which, The Group were based until eventually in
1972 they moved to the present day Boathouse. It might now be said “They have never had it so
good”.

Royal Naval Recognition Scheme After the support that sea scouts gave to the Royal Navy (RN)
throughout World War 1 — 25,000 took part in coast watching, mine watching, being messengers and
crewing boats — the Admiralty agreed to support Sea Scouting and the Admiralty Recognition
scheme began in 1919. Where today 101 Sea Scout Groups who prove their Scouting and
Seamanship efficiency at regular annual RN inspections enjoy this privilege and wear the RN
Recognition Badge and include the name of a RN ship in the Group name.

In 1942 The Group joined with Leander Sea Scouts Kingston so that between them they had enough
boats and Scouts to be able to become an Admiralty Recognised Sea Scout Unit and it was at this
time The Group was given the name Warspite to add to their title.

In 1952 at the recommendation of the Inspecting Officer The Group had their first Admiralty Inspection
as a standalone Unit without Leander and received their Admiralty Recognition number, Unit 95. A
number they still hold, although since the Admiralty has been absorbed into the MOD it is now RN95.

For many years the Group were a wandering tribe assembling in a wide variety of meeting places,
starting with the Vicarage Attic, St Mary’s Cuddington Church Hall, and 47A The Avenue which was
an old Coach House and Stables. Then in the immediate post war period the Group Committee made
the decision to open a building fund with the view to the Group buying a plot of land and building its
own Headquarters.

So from little beginnings the building fund began to grow through various fund raising events and the
search for a plot of land was pursued. In 1953 the site where the Headquarters building now stands
was purchased from Messrs Lamb & Co., brick makers for £425. The area behind the HQ was at that
time a brickfield with a large and deep clay pit, brick kilns and the Companies yard and offices.

Much hard work was still to be done. The Group Committee together with many other parents worked
tirelessly to raise the cash and the Scouts and Scouters cleared the land of trees and shrubs so that
at last building could commence. Professionals were contracted to lay down the foundations and to
raise the brick walls.

Now Parents, Scouts and Scouters under took to put the roof on, build the internal walls, lay the floor,
and hang the doors. Everyone worked hard over the next few years until the glorious day in 1960
when the Founder of the Group Surgeon Captain Francis Lamb declared the Headquarters open and
ready for use, at a final cost of £2,500; the price then of a terrace house in the Worcester Park area.

Over the years many boys have come and gone on as young men to make their way in the world and
since 2002 also young women. Often they go on to become through their scout training to be leading
figures in their local communities.

The Group continues to flourish through the devotion and selfless giving of their time and skills of the
Adult Leaders, Supporters, and Mums and Dads that have together have done and still do so much to
make Warspite the first class Sea Scout Group it is today, with a great future still ahead of it.

Dowvid Rich
Editor & Group Historian



The Boat Hut where the boating This is a view from the river of the Punt
equipment was stored on the Slip where the Groups boats were kept,
Metropolitan Water board Coal taken 2008

Wharf having tidy up in 1952

The Ex-Army Hut that became our
new Boathouse after moving from
the Coal Wharfin 1957

Boat Moorings with a steep river bank making
it difficult to board and disembark from the
boats and requiring much manpower to get
boats out of the water for maintenance c1957
to c1972

Interior of the second wooden hut
showing the storage and work space
c1961



WARSPITE SHOW THE WAY AHEAD

Warspite has been selected by
the Scout Association as a pilot
Group for a new set of
seamanship badge requirements.

Giving both instruction and
testing for the required standard
of proficiency

So in July we were delighted to
be able to run our first
Seamanship Stage One Badge
course.

Eleven Scouts attended, all of
whom worked hard and passed
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the tests and were
given the award .

Scouts were tested
on their ability in
rowing a dinghy,
sculling over the
stern, knowing basic
knots and much
more.

We were joined on
this occasion by Sea
Scouts from the 1%
Ruxley .

T Congratulations and
¢ well done to all who
took part .

Top picture shows an instructor demonstrating how to heave a line without getting all tangled up

Bottom picture shows handling of a open canoe and placing bottom boards in a gig



BEAVERS.

Autumn 2010 Report.

We started back in September after our summer break, with Daniel Siner being awarded the Beaver
Shield. Daniel had achieved a 100% attendance for all Beaver activities from September 2009.

Our Beaver football team played in the District Football competition and were runners up in their
section of the games.

Our Beaver Colony is growing and we now have 18 Beavers, including 3 new members; one of them
is the grandson of the Group’s vice president.

One new beaver has been invested and four older Beavers have gone into the Cub Pack.

4 Beavers have gained their Chief Scouts Bronze Award, 17 have received the Promise Award Badge,
and 2 Outdoor Challenge Badges have been presented, together with 1 Hobbies Badge.

The Colony are been rehearsing for a Mums and Beaver Camp Fire Night, making Christmas Presents
and looking forward to the Christmas Panto in December.

Congratulations to Linda Grant (Rabbit) for being awarded her Beaver Warrant by the District Beaver
Leader.

Squirrel BSL Rosemarie Brooker

Cub Scout Camp 2010 — Planets

Cub camp this year was on the theme of planets. Each six was named after a planet — Mars, Mercury,
Neptune and Jupiter. The outing was planet based — Intech Science Museum and Planetarium and
some of the badge work was planet/science based — weather charts, discussion on planets, their size
and where they are in the solar system.

The rest of the week was as fun packed but not quite so planet based. The cubs had 2 opportunities
to go on the water both open canoeing and kayaking and 3 opportunities to go in the water with the
swimming gala, swimming badges and paddling at Frensham Ponds. In the field they played football,
cricket, rounder’s, boule, quoits and whatever they chose to do at free time. In the evenings they
took part in the camp fire, table tennis competition, craft — making wicker teapot holders and wide
games.

On the Tuesday we were joined by some Beavers and Cubs (that were not able to make the whole
week) and we had a great day doing the Athlete badge, making pizza and then eating it, making,
lighting and cooking over a fire and the day finished off with the camp fire. It was fantastic to have
day visitors even if they were cleaner than we were.

The menu for the week included 3 roast dinners (with incredible roast potatoes), a BBQ, Chinese
food, pasta, sausage and mash, fish finger sandwiches (enjoyed by young and old alike) and a
fantastic curry for the Leaders on the Saturday evening.



The week was rounded off with presentations for the week. All winners and runners up received
prizes and congratulations from their family and friends. Congratulations go to George Webster for
being awarded Top Cub for the week.

Thanks go to all the Cubs for their fantastic behaviour throughout the week, the Leaders and
Instructors, Cooks and Games Masters who gave up a week to give the Cubs a fantastic week. Date
for next year’s camp — 23" — 30" July 2011.

Cubs ‘think of others before themselves’

On Thursday 18" November the Cubs organised a fund raising evening for Children In Need entitled
“Show us your spots”.

The evening started with an inspection of spots and was followed by the arrival of 12 Beavers that
had come to join in the ‘spotty fun’. Everyone then decorated cakes and biscuits with edible spots
which were sold at the end of the evening.

For the next 45mins the Cubs and Beavers had a choice of 8 side shows all at a cost of 10p each.
These was a treasure hunt made by Baloo, scalextric races, a pin ball machine, tin can alley, spotty
badge making, Pudsey in his balloon (where they had to choose which string was attached to the
balloon), refreshments and a remote controlled car circuit. The H.Q was absolutely buzzing with the
sound of fun and excitement and time flew by.

At 7.30ish the Beavers said goodbye buying their biscuits and cakes on the way out and the Cubs
went upstairs for a magic show by Lucas.

The evening was rounded off with prizes to

9 Mickey and William for best spotted cub

Rudi for best spotted Beaver — awarded to him before he went home

Curtis for best score on the pinball

Joshua (Beaver) for best tin can score — awarded to him at the next Beaver meeting
George for best remote controlled car circuit

Luke C for guessing the correct string to Pudsey balloon
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George for finding the treasure

Before the Cubs went home they got to buy the cakes and biscuits they had made and many put left
over money in a pot knowing that it was all going to a good cause.

Thank you to everyone who took part including the Cubs, Beavers and Leaders.
We raised a fantastic £80.52!

Well Done Everyone

AKELA CSL Claire Hunt



Scout Camp 2010

How do you describe a summer camp? Do you talk about the weather? (Great at the start, damp at
the end); the location? (A lovely little island in the Thames at the glorious Longridge site just outside
Marlow); Do you talk about the awards gained by the young people?

14 BCU 1 star awards
14 Canoeist badges

E|

8 Seamanship 1 badges

4 Seamanship 2 badges

21 Pulling badges

5 RYA Level 1 Power awards
5 Power coxswain badges

9 Outdoor challenges

7 Outdoor plus challenges
11 Adventure challenges
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3 Expedition challenges

Do you talk about the highlights we saw?

1 Great menus on the ready, steady cook events,
The entire troop learning to scull over the stern of a dinghy,
11 Scouts undertaking overnight expeditions by river and being a credit to the group,
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Some superb seamanship including watching (from the bank) as 2 PLs superbly brought a 80
foot tow, plus tow boat, into a tight Thames lock in the rain.

9 Scouts side surfing on Temple Weir and others shooting Marlow Weir in kayaks.

Communal singing round a campfire — led by two 3 year olds?

Do you talk about the excellent team of Leaders and Instructors who made it happen? (17 involved
at different stages of the event.) Do you talk about the hard work of the Scouts, particularly when
the weather was damp or perhaps you talk about the praise given to others for their skills and
attitude?

| suspect that the answer is that you talk about them all. During our first year on the island at
Marlow, many of us reflected on past camps — both on the Thames and elsewhere. All the themes
above were often there — especially in the good camps — and this was a very good camp.

On behalf of the Troop, can | thank the superb Leader Team who made it happen and where the fun,
and professionalism was just plain brilliant? On behalf of the Leaders, can | commend the Troop for
their hard work, determination, skill and willingness to learn that made for an excellent week’s
camp.

We enjoyed our first time on the island. It was challenging at times, but offered us privacy, seclusion
and freedom. | suspect we may be back...

As always, pictures paint a much better picture and can be found on www.warspite.org.uk



http://www.warspite.org.uk/
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The start of 2010’s deep freeze meant the cancellation
of a planned Scout Survival skills camp and instead a
mixed group of Scouts, Explorers and Leaders spent an
enjoyable day at Boidier Hurst building fires (bit slow
given the wood was frozen), practising axe & knife
skills and cooking.

We learnt some important lessons — Boidier’s
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water taps freeze at -2C, so that we should have
started lunch earlier if we want it before 3pm.

Tim turned out to be a dab hand at making
kitchen utensils from sticks and that all Explorers
are natural pyromaniacs!

Well done to Tim & Neil for their organisation
and hard work running the day.

Richard  Richard Hunt, Scout Leader



NATIONAL SEA SCOUT REGATTA

The first weekend in July sawfantastic weekend aifie river at the National Sea&it
Regatta- | can't do better than quote Shirley Giifit- our brilliant Team Mwnager:

"So the final results for theay were as follows:

Under 12%45ig - Winners

Under 14 Double DinghyWinners
Under 16Gig - Winners

Under 18Gig - Winners

Under 18 singl®inghy - 2nd place

Great results for all age groups and excellent team work was displayed at all times. Good
support from friends and family goes a long way and | know tlwere a number of close
races where the encouragement from the river bank niiatie differencel think the magic
hat may have helped on occasions as well!

A special well done to Angus Nelson who had a fewgdleat were close togethéyt man
of the day must go to Alex Dowding who seemed to have enoléessto back races that
afternoom

For those who did not witheir eventhey shouldstill be really proud bthe effortthey put in
and also inthose races wherthose unfortunatenisshapsoccurred our Teamsall kept calm
and still managed to get over theish lineand br thatthey deserve a well earnpdton the
back.

Well doneeveryonewho took part over the wih®weekend.

Shirley and Dean

Can wealso thank Shirley & Dean whodla fantastic job managing thedm both on and

off theriver and who made this evego with a swingor bothWarspite and the rest of the
Groupstaking part

Mick Newman, Group President, saidMany t hanks for sending me
regatta. They are truly absolutely outstanding, and a wonderful reflection on the dedicated
training, and interestfrom all the Leaders andéfpers.

Please pass on my hearty congratulations to everyone who took part for aclksiesing
superb result.

| am very proud of you all, Micko
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Explorer Scouts

The Explorers have had an extremely busy few months, following on from a very successful summer
camp in Dorset. Special mention has o go to the Great River Race Team who rowed their way
throughout the entire race dressed as fairies, narrowly defeating the Ajax team. Fantastic effort for
the Team which included Gail Adam, Rob Stratton, Kean Tilley, Jack Lockyer and Christine Stevenson
as well as Lauren Mansell who acted as reserve.

We took part in something a bit different in November, 10 Explorers attended “Scarefest” at Walton
Firs Campsite where we were treated to an evening of spooky moonlit activities and an absolutely
fantastic firework and laser display. | think | can speak for all who attended when | say we had a
brilliant weekend.

We have also run a number of successful evenings at the Headquarters including a pizza and film
night, motor mechanics, casino night and have started refurbishing the Trek Cart in the QM's stores,
which we decided needed some TLC. Explorers are looking forward to our annual Christmas outing,
as this year we are becoming cultured and going to the theatre to see the 39 Steps!

Finally there are lots of people to congratulate and thank, firstly thank you to all Explorers who
attended Remembrance Parade in November, yet, again you did the Group proud with your fantastic
uniform and right attitude. Secondly congratulations to those Explorers who have gained Nautical
qualifications in the last few months - there are many of you! Finally we are very pleased to say that
Ria and Noomie, both of who have been a great help at Explorers for a while now have decided to
take out warrants with the ExplorerTroop! It's great to have such an enthusiastic Leadership Team-
here's to an exciting and adventurous 2011!

Explorer Leader - Emma Grant

Vouchers & Tokens

Many of you contributed Sainsbury’s and Tesco’s equipment tokens to us this year — so if you would
like to know what happens to them?

Well this year those tokens have turned into several
hundred pounds worth of equipment:

I 2x “3 man” hike tents
Giant Connect 4

Bean bags

Compasses
A huge number of footballs
Pop of goals and cones
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Football pumps
Thank you on behalf of all the Scouts of the Group for these great bits of kit.
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Boathouse workday

In November a combined crew of Explorer Scouts, Leaders, Parents and members of Epsom
and Ewell Service Team held a workday at the
boathouse.

The day was a brilliant success. The major job on the
agenda was the replacement of the wooden
bargeboards front and rear in UPVC — a job which
improves the building and reduces maintenance.

The rest of the days jobs that were completed
included:

-Clean out the back yard

-Clean out the valley between the two buildings
-Hang a pair of oars outside the building

-Clean out the two cupboards in the galley — finding
lots

-Condense all the paperwork in the
building and actually label some of it
-Clean up the toilets

-Sort out some display boards which are
easy to update

-Create new pigeon holes in the galley
-Clean out the dreaded fridge

-Sort out our sails

- and many more little jobs.

The hard work of everyone will set the
centre up nicely for 2011 and beyond.

Our thanks go to Gareth Weekes for
organising much of the work and to lan
& Len for coordinating on the day.

Our Thanks to:

The Canoe Foundatiofor a generous grant of £900 towards wetsuits and canoeing tops for white
water adventures.
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purchase kayaks and other canoeing equipment, as well as assisting with training.
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HMSWARSPITE

The venth ship to have the namaNarspite wasa Queen Elizabeth class battlbjp built

at Devonport, Plymouth and launched on the 26th November 1913

She took part in the Battle of Jutland, and sustained 13shand was close to foundering,

but survived to berepaired and rejoin the fleet

At the battle of Narvik in April 1940, HMS Warspite took part in the Battle of Cape
Matapan and in May 1941 took part in the battle of Crete, where is sustained damage by a
heavy bomb hit.

On the 16th Septembeduring the Landings at Salerno, she was hit by a German Glider
bomb; she was towed to Gibraltar for temporary repairs and fully repaired at Rosyth in
March 1944. In June 1944 she was deployed at Normandy with only three functioning
main Turrets, she alstook part in the bombardment of Brest, Le Havre and Walcheren.
She was sold for Scrap in early 1947, and during the voyage to the Breakers she ran
around at Mounts Bay, and was brokeup in situ over the following five years.

Sam Logan

OCKAA F2NNX¥SR LINIL 2F {FYyQa {O2dzi | SNAGF3AS . I R3

13



First Trinity 500 for Sea Scouts

The Trinity 500 Class pulling boat, named in honour of the five hundredth anniversary of Trinity
House, was designed for Sea Cadets as a modern low maintenance fixed seat rowing boat.

In October our Group, 1 Cuddington
(Warspite) Sea Scouts, collected from
Whale Island, Portsmouth, a new Trinity
500 Pulling Boat, still in its wrapper. The
first “Trinity” to be supplied outside
the Sea Cadet Association.

We arrived on the Island at 10.30hrs,
with a Land Rover Discovery plus a very
large flat bed trailer, and were greeted
by Lt Cdr David Griffiths, RN; Staff
Officer Sea Scouts.

The new vessel is an addition to our
fleet of pulling boats which consist of 4 Sea Scout Class of Gigs and 4 Sea Scout Coypus.

The Gigs are 6.20m by 1.80m, Coypus are 3.50m by 1.50m and as the Trinity 500 is 5.5m x 1.76m.
This boat will fit very well into our training and will also be used with a small out board for the RYA
courses we run. R ;

As can be seen from the photo, the T 500 just
fitted on the trailer, but as the vessel comes
with a launching trolley, it was very easy to load

up.

Standing, proudly, in front of the new boat are
Richard Hunt SL, Lt Cdr David Griffiths RN Staff
Officer Scouts, and lan Smalley ASL who also
provided the transportation.

Our vessel is named “Josie” in memory of Joe
Robinson, a supporter of the group.

We are providing feedback to other groups on
its suitability for Scouting and so the boat has
already been tested by Leaders and Explorer
Scouts with some useful feedback.

The purchase of the boat was made possible by
grants from the Scout Association and Surrey
Scouts, as well as the hard work and sweat of
the parents’ team in the 2010 Great River Race.

Len Brooker. ASL, Bosun & I/C Boats
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The 2010 Great River Race Report

The Great River Race is normally full of compelling stories — it’s hard to row 21 miles along
the tidal Thames through central London without a little drama and excitement — but this
year seemed to be particularly full of them. It may have been because of the headwind that
made it such a hard pull; or the strong tide running with us; or perhaps the chop on the
water, particularly in the pool of London. There’s no particular order to this, but!!

Triumph of the Young Ones

Our under 14 team (David, Andrew, Nicholas, Sophie, Piers — Coxed by Don) powered
through the fleet to win the under 14 trophy by over 10 minutes with a time of 3 hours and
51 minutes, 8 seconds faster than the 2009 crew’s winning time. This year’s crew also
managed 4™ in the under 16 category and were the first Warspite boat home, as well as
being 8" in the Scout affiliated class.

Explorers beat rivals

The Explorer team (Rob, Jack, Gail, Christine and Kean — coxed by Emma) not only gamely
dressed as fairies (even the boys), they also rowed their hearts out. The most important bit
was a win of 3 minutes and one place over the Ajax Explorer unit.
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With little previous rowing experience Our Dads and Friends team, put in a superb finishing
time of 4 hours, 10 minutes — placing them 12" in the Scout Affiliated class. To guote one of
the crew, Don Nelson “they had the time of their lives”. They have also raised some
fantastic sponsorship for the Group, which enables us to keep offering these amazing
adventures.

Inter family rivalry

For the first time we are aware of, the Warspite teams included a Dad (Chris in the
“Competitive Dads” boat) and a Son (Andrew in the Scout’s boat.); as well as a Daughter
(Sophie) racing against her stepdad (Dean in “Shock & Oar”). In both cases the Scouts beat
the parents — maybe age and wisdom is overrated?

G { K2 O] csupportiniéthers.

As well as the Dad’s raising money for the Group, a team including Richard — our Scout
Leader who should know better — raised money for the “Everyman” charity which works on
prostate and testicular cancer. The Team raised over £400 and HSBC, employers of one of
the members, have promised to double this. Whilst many of the Team had competed
previously in a Coypu, only one had ever rowed in a Gig prior to this attempt — although
they did train for the event. — 2 hours on a cold Sunday in March. The team was the third
Warspite boat home and recorded a respectable time of 4 hours and 17 minutes.

15



So the full results for Warspite look like this:

Boat Place Fast J18 J16 J14 Sco Finish  Time

Scouts 253 252 8 4 1 8 16:40:29 03:51:00
Explorers 307 307 17 19 17:57:17 05:06:29
Shock & Oar 292 289 15 17:07:23 04:17:52
Competitive Dads 283 281 12 16:59:14 04:10:02

Tow, Tow, Tow your boat

Whilst the results end there, the story doesn’t. In order to race, you need to get your boat
down to the start line. Warspite achieve this by towing the competing boats down river
using our power fleet, which then allows us to support our teams during the race, as well as
giving our Leaders a chance to fine tune their boat handling ability under very challenging
conditions.

This year we elected to tow our 4 gigs down using a team of boats made up of “Warspite” —
our Hardy pilot mother ship; “Luxton” — our diesel displacement launch and a RIB belonging
to Gareth Thomas. The Tow Team Crew organised the preparation and rigging of all the
boats during the week. However our 4 boats were not all that they towed.......

During the week leading up to the race it became apparent that a number of other Thames
Sea Scout Groups were having difficulties in ensuring their boats got to the start. In the spirit
of Scouting these were added to the 1*' Cuddington Tow and when we left Thames Ditton at
3am Saturday morning, “Luxton” and “Warspite” had in tow 15 gigs, all of which were safely
conveyed to the start by just after 8am.

Our thanks go to the marvellous support crew who managed this feat. Gareth T, Alan P, lan
S, Gareth W, Peter W, Tim H and the two rowing reserves — Charlie and Lauren. Many of
these had substantially less than 3 hours sleep on that Friday night!

The big clear up

Finally a massive thanks to everyone — both racers and parents — who came and helped us,
clear up at the end. By 9pm, just 29 hours after final preparations started, all the boats were
away and the kit back in the boathouse.

A word from the Group President:

Many thanks for sending me these results. | am always most interested, and extremely
pleased to receive them. The truth is that | am completely 'gobsmacked ' ( terrible word, but
appropriate !!') I can well visualise all the work, energy and effort that must have been put
into this event by you all.

The results are totally 'mind blowing ', and | would be very pleased if you would kindly pass
on my hearty congratulations to all the rowers, and helpers . The U14 result is absolutely
amazing, but we both know that ' Warspite 'breed 'em ' tough !!

Very best wishes,
Mick Newman ¢ Group President
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HELP THE HEROS

On Saturday 11" September, a number of Scouts and Explorers joined many other Scouts, as well as
representatives of other organisations in Epsom Town centre to collect money for “Help for Heroes”;
the charity which does so much for wounded servicemen and women.

The Scouts and Explorers were employed both collecting on
the street (and believe me, they were very effective at getting
passersby to part with their money — including extracting
some £20 notes!) and packing shopping for members of the
public in Marks and Spencers Store.

What made this display of support for others even more
amazing, was that the Group was only asked for it’s support
on the Monday before the event.

Of course, we are always proud of our Scouts and
Explorers -but it’s difficult not to be very pleased
when you have certain conversations.

1ol As | stood
waiting to
dismiss the
| Team at the
raEEEl 1 end of their
' ] shift, | was
approached
by a
member of
the public ;
who made a donation and said “l used to be the Scout
Commissioner in Kingston and your Sea Scouts are some of the
smartest | have ever seen.”

So well done to all the Team. The event raised over £4,000
towards Help for Hero's

Richard
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CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR

Good turns, snow drifts, Christmas trees and santa’s little helpers.

Early December saw the return of our
ever popular Christmas Craft Fair. 18
local traders ranging from pickle
makers to wine traders, from gift
cards to t-shirts joined a number of
| Warspite stalls to fill the main deck of
the Scout Hall.

Outside, for the second year running,
we were busily selling Christmas
Trees.

The scene was made very “Christmasy” by the fresh falls of snow in the run up to the fair!

To help our neighbours, a team of

Leaders, Parents and Beavers spent N

much of the day clearing the paths
and roads outside Fancourt Hall and
along neighbouring roads.

No surprise then that the road
gritter arrived less than half an hour
after we had finished clearing!

'~s¢£’i

The day was a great success for all involved and raised
nearly £900 for the Group.

THANKS

We are very grateful to the Malden Centre in New
Malden for providing our first prize for the Christmas
Extravaganza Raffle — a free 6 month membership.
They have other deals available — if you are interested,
ring the centre on 020 8336 7770 and ask for Mark
Draper, Sales Manager. Please mention Warspite
when you speak to him
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