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New Roof and Windows for Fancourt Hall

The picture here shows Fancourt Hall as it was just before it

was opened officially by our Found8urgeon Commander F. H.

Lamb in 1960. The land for the hall was bought in 1954 and it
took many weekendto clear the land of trees, shrubs and

4 other under growth reayl for the foundations and brickalls to

be built.

Thenthe time of blood, sweat, toil and tearsamewhen work
| parties of Scouts, Dads and Mums pitctetb build the restof
it on Sundaymornings, but oh the joy of it being completed and
we had a placef our ownto hold our scout meetingafter so
many years of meeting in other peoples places

The Growp Hoadgwrters Cunliffe Rowd.

Fancourt Hall has served the Group well for the past 50 years as a meeting place and fodalabciné
Groups Membersand KS DNR dzLJQa | QOUAGBAGASa®

Then came the tim&0 years orwhen it was realised the dear old Huas looking a bit sad and neediag
makeover.

So work began during hSummer Break and the HUT got a brand new roof, followed closely over the
Christmas period when new windows were fitted, making the atmospleside much more cognd
smart.



The work on the roof was carried out in just over a week during the summer
Ahugethank youto allthe holidays. Our appointed contractor carefully removed the old sheets for proper
Members of the Group, disposal and replaced them with Kingspan roofing sheets.

who did the fundraisingfor

s These panels comprise of insulation sandwiched between two layers of metal.

They will greatly add to the insulation of the hall.

We would also like to thank yhilst the roof still has some of its characteristic wiggle, it is certainly much
Malcolm Hunt, Graham straighter than it has ever been!

Nashand Godfrey Jillings
for their drive, hard work
and belief that made thiall

The contractor also put a permanent splint on one of the trusses, which looks
really solid - if a bit bright!

happen The roof survived the August showers well and it is great to head into winter with
a solid roof over our head and no need for buckets underneath it!!

The New Year January 2012 got off to a good start with new windows being fitt
to Fancourt Hall

2012 started with Graham and Mal col més det er |
refurbishment with the installation of 17 new Double Glazed, multiple locking, energy efficient windov
This covers the entire building apart from 3 llmwvel rear store room windows which are covered by
equipment. The work took place over 3 days and the impact on appearance and apparent warmth is
We think that it will also be quieter for our neighbours as well.

Our thanks to the Bernard Sunleyurdation, Leslie Sell Charitable Trust & Barclays Bank for their
assistance towards the costs of the replacement windows. We also thank Hamilton Windows for an ¢
job

Of course there is still much to do . | s n Othere always

The galley needs refurbishing, the toilets need modernising and the perimeter fence needs renewing, to name just

three of the many tasks yet to do



Cub Camp 2014 Elstead

Cub camp was assual in the village of Elstead but this year we had a new field. The one we usually had
was still knee deep in hay the Wednesday before camp started so the farmers offered us
a different field. It was longer and wider giving us more room to spread oaselit

andplay in. So as usual we spend the first Saturday setting up and settling in. The next
morning we were able to attend the local Church for Church parade which included cubs
carrying the flag, reading from the bible and leading the congregatipnayers.

We were very lucky with the weather throughout the week with just a little rain over night a couple of
times. | hate to say ,ibut on a couple of occasions it was too hot! We did though have a unique way of
cooling down. Earlier on in the yethe Goup was kindly donated a Boston Whaler and with it came some
life rafts. Well one of these life rafts became a very large paddling pool. When | say large they had to climl
into it and the sides came up to their tummies.

Camp is a great opportunity taodhe outdoor badges such as camper, navigators, athletes, water activities
and many more. We also had many activities including candle boat making and floating, football, cricket,
table tennis to name a few.

Our outings were to the local pool for our smming gala, Frensham Ponds for a gledand play in the

sand and alay outing was to HMS Bristol and the Historic Dockyards at Portsmouth. As a RN recognised
group we have access to activities and tours that are not available to the general public. Btartay

with a tour of HMS Bristol and then a harbour tour of the dockyards. We then went around HMS Victory
and speat a couple of hours at Actiorteégions. To get from one place to another the Navy organised
coaches to transport us around. The day wasskied off with dinner at the Mess used by the Navy Cadets
and Officers at HMS Excellence. Theney back to camp was very quiet many of thenfell asleepafter

a busy day.

We had many visitors throughout the week but one in particular was enjoyed fimaduding the kitchen

crew who very rarely leave their enclosure) and talked about for days afterwards. On the Wednesday
afternoon we were visited by Extreme Falconry who brought with them 6 birds of prey that they displayed
for us one at a time. Tharals flew over us, through us and one even chased one of us! My personal
favourite was the Bregrine Falcon but | know theuls and keaders all had differing views. This was a real
highlight of camp.

All of the above and much more cannot happen withoutead)team of keaders, helpers and supporters
and | thank them all for their hard work, dedication and sense of humour which keeps us going for the
week. bSEG &SI NDR& O ¥ed"ul. GKS 68817 2F HwMm

SURPRISE NEWS

After about 100yrs ahe bottom of tk Atlantic,divers were amazed to find the swimming
pool on the Titanic was still full.

(Professional Association of Diving Instructors)



Being a Patrol Leader at Summer Camp 2011

By Nick Moriarty

| found being a PL at camp relatively easy. | laagoodpatrol thatlistened and had a general knowledge
about boating, so there wasno6t a |l ot of having
that being nice to my patrol, but bringing discipline in when | needed to worked andd ¢aenrespect of
them, which definitely made it easier.

I t hought that there was a massive |improvement
more freedom when taking the boats out, cooking with the patrol and putting tents up etthealso,
expedition was fantastic this year. Although on the first day it was boiling hot and on the dea@sd i

pouring down most of theay, the experience was greatancdbdl he PLO6s | earned a |

The tow was also enjoyable. Despite the sheer heasamdurn throughout the trip, David, Chris and
myself all saidsitting in atent that weenjoyedit and that we wouldike do it again next year

What | didnodét | i ke about camp was the amount of
to wading up time, people all of a sudden needed the toilet and disappeared off to the mainland, leaving
PL6s and APLOGs to do the work. Al so when we WwWEe

younger ones eith@omplaining about being tired disappearing off to the toilet again.

But other than that, just about everything at camp was fun. | found it a lot better than previous years.
Scout Camp Longridge 2011
By Jake Webber

This year6s Scout Camp was p aes&ativitieswerelbasédwma wada d
variety, from a cooking contest to going down a weir. These are some of my favourite aetivities:

Sailing

Sailing was my favourite because you learnt how to sail by your own mistakes but you did have an
instructor. We di approximately 5 hours of sailing after being towed down river to a destination. We had at
ice cream before being towed back to camp. Once there we were told to do aicapsie bit | enjoyed!

Cooking Contest

| loved the cooking contest because agogks something | am good at. We had to cook a two course meal
and my team made a rice and fish dish followed by a creation of cookies and milk. Even though my team
came second it was a bowl full of fun!!

Expedition

| really enjoyed the Expedition thhaind 5 other APLs were given the opportunity to go on. We left camp
one afternoon and rowed about 5 miles. We set up camp near a lock and stayed overnight having put up «
tents and cooked our own food. It was great that the Leaders were able to trust us.

There was also a Longridge activity centre and they allowed us tomsgea$aheir activities such as
Bellboating, rock climbing and going down the wéWe were able to go shopping for our meal one day to
cook back at camp. It was fun and luckilyitdddh go wrong so we all went



SCOUT CAMP 2011
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To get a superb week of camping and
activities




Two Minutes with Townsend

At the Group AGM, held in September, we had a volunteer to take over from Suzanne as Group Secretary. We
caught up with Pete Townsend (no, not that one) to find out a little bit more about him:

Name:Peter Townsend
Role:Groy Secretary, Cub Camp Cook, Fundraiser & ......

When did you join Warspite? Yy Qi NBYSYOSNJ 6dzi L ¢l a 2yS 2F (K¢
investments | think.

5SAONROS ONRSTE e Gshalipdth of BedrrdziCuby ahd theh SidBUEsNgigiWas
winning the U16 Wayfarer category at the National Sailing Regatta while in the Scouts. Left Scouts 6
months early though to go rock climbing. Gradualiypt nvolved in the Group by helping Graham Nash
with Fundraising. | cycled to Tipperary tise funds for the group in 2007. Then | joined theviBerteam
doing the cooking at Cub Camp, Group Camps and &ys D

What have you enjoyed most over your time with Warspit€é?K S NdzS FNASYyRa LQ@S
and the fact that | can still hafun as an adult whilst enabling our young people to experience the fun,
challenges and triumphs that | experienced when | was their age.

What have you enjoyed most with Warspite in the last yeaihe feeling of exhilaration at the erd The
Great RiveRacehaving completedhe courseat my firstattempt earlier this year. AlthoughL QY a G A f f
as rubbish at rowing as | was when | was a Scout.

Finally, any wise wordsAn electric fan is not suitable apparatus to grate cheese with.



CANNON BALLS!

Or Brass Monkeys

It was necessary to keep a good supply of cannon balls near the cannoca@astit
B at t.eTheyplslenwashowto keep them neat and tidy

The storage method devised was to stack them as a square based pyramid, with one ball
top, resting on four, resting on nine, which rested on sixteen.

Thus, a supply of 30 cannon balls could be stacked in a small area right next to the cannor
There was only one problemhow to prevent the bottom layer from sliding / rolling from
under the otérs.

The solution was a metal plate with 16 round indentations, called, for reasons unknown, a
Monkey. But if this plate were made of iron, the iron balls would quickly rust to it. The
solution to the rusting problem was to make the métarass hence Brass Monkeys.

Few landlubbers realize that brass contracts much more and much faster than iron when
chilled.

Consequently, when the temperature dropped too far, the brass indentations would shrink
much that the iron cannon balls would come right leéf monkeyThus, it was quite
| iterally, oO0cold enough to freeze the ba

And all this time, you thought that this was just a vulgar expression?

Foot Note:

In Royal Navyshipsa straight plank with indentations deep enough to réi@mcannon
balls firmly in place was usedalled a Garland~or it would not have been good practice to
have cannon balls rolling around the deck at anytime.

Ol nfo from Rondabo

“ The Editor taking aim to fire
& off a Newsletter




Onrad is Born

Before the war (1938) a special gig was talked about for the Thames Sea Scouts, but it was not until a
meeting in October 1954 that the design and production for a 20 ftfifleessailing and pulling gig started
to be formulised

Further reports on theggress of this design were made at meetings of the Surrey/London Sea Scouts Hon
Counties Committee in February 1955, May 1955, November 1955, April 1956 when a price of £250, per
boat, was mentioned, May 1957, May 1958 when detailed specifications is@rssg¢d and October 1958
when the design was finalised

Proposals for the Home Counties Gig were submitted to the Scout HQ in a letter dated 16th July 1958. Th
letter asked for consideration for a grant for the prototype craft from the Sea Scout Bevél&pnd.

No grant was given.

In order to waste no further time, the Surrey/London Sea Scouts financed the mould and the prototype by
contributions from interested Scouters and placed an order with Halmatic of Portsmouth. (I have a Halmat
namepla on Darno, our other &6New Gigbd.)

The prototype gig, including the mould, cost £60@dmpleteand each of the first 12 boatsluding
sailinggear, plugpartmouldcost came t&275.

The prototype gig is our white gig called 60Onra

On 15 Nowember 1958 the Scout HQ Commissioner wrote to the Surrey/London Sea Scouts as-follows:
Home Counties Gig
This is a terribly difficult one.l know Thames Sea Scouts have worked damned hard but the fact
remains that this boat is no use to and unwantesbimething like 70% of the Sea Scoutsgree
it is ideal for some rivers but the general opinion is that owing to all sorts of differences in water,
requirements, money etc. each troop wishes to get what suits it and not what someone else wants
to hare. This seems fair and common sense.
Incidentally we would not want the Gig at Longridge, Marlow, as it does not fit into our scheme of
things.

Another application for a grant of £400, for the mould, was submitted in February 1959 and after initial
objections, from non Sea Scout H/Q members, the grant was successful.

The grant purchases the mould (cost £400), which enable the cost of all the boats to be reduced by some
£30. It was mentioned, by Scout H/Q that they would be unlikely to give any fugthet towards the cost
of these boats for individual Sea Scout Groups.

Orders were now being placed for the prototype and the first 12 bagsprototype was sailing by
Whitsun 1959 and was available for inspection and trial at the Thames YoungdvBase at Ham, Surrey.

Bosun Len



FROM THE GROUP ARCHIVE

WhitsunCamp is over Hascombe 1956 Morning InspectionVhitsun CamgpHascombe 1956

Summer Camp Charmouth 1956  The Tinaopulfti,



Warspite Womens Institute

W.W.I
Scouting for Ladies!

We successfully held our first meeting of the Warspite Women's Institute on Wednesday 16th
November 2011.

12 ladies came along with mums from all sections of the group as well as some mums of scouts

who had now left the group. We all chatted over a drink and exchanged ideas of what we would
like to do at our WWI meetings and we came up with an exciting list based very loosely on the

concept of the WI. Suggestions included craft evenings, quiz night, pampering evening, bingo
night and even a possible camping trip when the weather warms up again.

Our next WWI evening will be a wine, cheese and chutney tasting evening on Saturday 21st
January 2012 at Fancourt Hall and in true scouting style this will bring a friend night. All are

welcome, however tentative your links with Warspite and everyone is encouraged to bring a mate

a long - the more the merrier! Cheese and chutney will be provided (contributions are welcome)
and each lady should bring a bottle of wine for tasting.

The purpose of the WWI is to keep the social side of scouting going for the ladies who have
supported their sons/daughters, partners over the years. We have all met over time, holding coats
outside Fancourt Hall or picking up soggy scouts from the boathouse or struggling to put up a tent
in the rain at cub camp and we thought it would be nice to keep in touch and have some fun over a
cuppa (or glass of vino)!

The next WWI meeting is on a Saturday as we felt that a wine tasting evening midweek might
cause problems the following morning but our plan is for the WWI to meet on a Wednesday
evening at Fancourt Hall every 6 weeks.

We already have has volunteers of ladies willing to share skills and have tentatively arranged for
an evening of first response first aid training. The options for the future of WWI are only limited by

our imagination so come and join us on 21st January. The evening will be very informal and

hopefully a bit of fun.

If you have any questions please drop me a line: Shirley Clifton

shirleyclifton@hotmail.co.uk Tel: 0208 330 5281 Mob: 07939 541092
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Swimmers, Thousands of Them

In July, around 2000 swimmers took to the water for the Speedo Open Water Swim from Hampton Court to
Kingston. Warspite were there as well, but on it rather than in it. Our team of Explorer Scouts & leaders led
a joint Thames Sea Scout group which provided 6 of the 9 safety boats which kept the competitors safe

during their swim along the Thames.

11

Our crews helped a (small) number of swimmers

who needed to retire and it was great to see how

ot hers fiidod their water
in some live safety boat practice.

The organisers were impressed with the team:
fivour guys did a great job and i t réadly good
to work with such a proactive group! Please
pass on my thanks again to all the team. | had
a long chat with the Environment Agency
Patrol boat and they were happy with the event
and the safety. They said they even got a
"thumbs up from Turks so think must be

going".

It was
incred
ibly
impre
ssive
" Wt o see
m the
‘ swim
‘ mers
Y goi
e well
done
to all
of
them
as
well.

H
'm



We are Sailing Part 1¢ the Training

/| 20y2N) ! OGA@AGe [/ SYyGaNB ¢l a GKS @SydzS F2N) 6KS GKANR
Leaders and Explorers all took part with much fun had by\alalso took the chance to perform sea trials on

Rosielen, on the open sea. Our new safety boat clocked up an impressive 30+mph and provided a lovely teaching
platform.




We are sailing racing Part 2

October saw a new venture fWarspite, a Thames Sea Scouts invitational sailing regatta. The racing was run by the
HostClurd ¢ KS WA GSNI / £ dzoé G |}
safety being provided by a team drawn from Warpite &
Ajax.

The day started early with our organisational team
riggingboats and moving them from the boathouse in

thick fog. The pictures on the website show just how
ghostly the river was that morningd 2 YS G KAy 3 4 &
do justice to in print!

The day was absolutely lovely but lacking in that one
vital requirement for asailing regatta; Wind! The first
races involved more paddling than sailing, but everyone

Enjoyed themselvesWe are very proud of both our
safety boat crews, but also Luke, Jennifer and Matthg
who competed. The Groups which took part were:
Warspite, Ajax, Hampton Hill, Sealion (Surbiton) and
Jaguar (Molesey).

The day was a great way to meet Scouts from other
groups and enjoy sailing. A date has already been
pencilled in for next yeag please see the diary,
elsewhere.
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